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Comparison between the United States and UK Health Care 

systems  

Almost any country’s healthcare system signifies the country’s future because if the healthcare system is 

excellent, it aids in providing quality health care and promotes stress-free living standards. Policies and 

healthcare regulations must promote a healthy atmosphere inside the country and raise public knowledge about 

health-related concerns. Each country has a unique standpoint on healthcare systems development (Fry et al., 

2018). The investigation in this report was based on comparing the US’s and UK’s healthcare systems. Both 

countries’ healthcare systems have been compared and contrasted clearly and concisely. 

The conditions in the United Kingdom and the United States are vastly diverse, as are their worldwide standards 

for healthcare. The World Health Organization compared the current effectiveness of both countries’ healthcare 

industries on many metrics and concluded that the UK’s health conditions are significantly superior to those of 

the US. In terms of dealing with healthcare concerns and challenges, the UK government has organizational 

efficiency. Generally, the UK healthcare industry follows the NHS model (National Health Service), in which 

the UK government encourages everyone’s right to obtain healthcare services (Fry et al., 2018). The NHS 

model governs the healthcare industry in the United Kingdom by creating the various policies and overseeing 

all operations linked to healthcare services. This type of central authority permits the UK government to 

emphasize more control in their health care system. Every healthcare-related task could be planned and carried 

out in a structured and well-organized manner.  

It entails a constant improvement in technology components, increased employee competency, and strengthened 

the healthcare industry’s infrastructure. The UK government offers a wide range of services to its citizens and 

provides the most exceptional health and care services possible. NHS is entirely essential for the formulation of 

the healthcare industry in the United Kingdom, and the UK government financially supports NHS operations. 
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The Department of Health is a government organization in the United Kingdom that has done a great job of 

providing better citizens’ health and supporting the NHS. The organization of the UK healthcare system is also 

noteworthy and extensive. It has a large number of emergency rooms and health departments, as well as 

advanced medical facilities. Health professionals include psychologists, radiologists, physiotherapists, etc. 

According to NHS criteria, the personnel is also highly qualified and skilled in their fields. 

Similarly, ambulance emergency number 999 is geared to provide patients with prompt care. The transportation 

facilities have also improved to ensure 24/7 assistance, 365 days’ availability, and online facilities.  These are 

some of the additional features that aid in improving the UK’s healthcare system (Fry et al. 2018). Within the 

United Kingdom, health care is quite good, and individuals can contact nurses and health counselors via 

telephone. As a result, the Department of Health in England is highly vigilant, and they recognize its role in 

enhancing the well-being of local residents. 

The US healthcare system is also adaptable and focused on improving the health of the country’s citizens. In 

comparison to the United Kingdom, the government’s participation in the healthcare industry is diminished in 

the United States. Private corporations operate in the United States because they have leverage over the 

healthcare system (Jarman and Greer 2020). In the United States, the healthcare system is heavily impacted by 

the entrepreneurial framework, and the government does not take responsibility for delivering health services. 

However, the health facilities are very modern, and the technical advancements, infrastructure, and medical 

facilities are all quite impressive in the United States. In the United States, as in the United Kingdom, different 

departments provide health services to patients, and the bureaucracy of health professionals is also quite 

extensive. The high level of privatization in the US healthcare industry is the primary cause of the high per 

capita income expenditure. The Department of Health and Human Services, which oversees the activities of 

many sub-agencies, is the apex healthcare body in the United States. The US healthcare system is divided into 

three basic categories: tertiary care, secondary care, and primary care. 

Compared to the UK, the US health system has many layers and complications (Jarman and Greer 2020). Also, 

medical insurance plays a significant part in the US healthcare system. The role of insurance agencies in the UK 
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is not as important as it is in the US. As a result, there are particular distinctions and similarities in the 

healthcare systems of the UK and the US. The healthcare systems in both countries are excellent. In one country 

(the UK), the government took the initiative, while in another country (the US), privatization is favored to 

establish a more concrete system. 
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